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India considers COVID-19 Import Tax on chemicals
India is considering imposing a 15pc "Covid-19" tax on some petrochemical imports to help

protect its domestic industry, which has been hit by a huge slump in demand from a
nationwide lockdown to combat the coronavirus. The 15pc tax, which requires government

approval, would be applied on top of existing import duties. The committee has also
recommended refunding all duties and taxes on exports. The recommendation covers all

chemicals and petrochemicals imported by India but there could be exemptions for
ethylene, paraxylene (PX), ethylene dichloride (EDC) and vinyl chloride monomer (VCM).

Read More

No import duty on ventilators, masks,
other key medical equipment for six
months-India
Considering the immediate requirement
of ventilators and other items, the
Indian Government has granted
exemption from Basic Customs Duty and
Health cess, on the import of
ventilators, face masks, surgical masks,
Personal Protection equipment (PPE)
and Covid-19 test kits. This will also be
applicable for inputs that are necessary
to manufacture these items. It will be
implemented till September 30.
Read More

Lenzing and Palmers launch PPE
production in Austria
Lenzing AG and Palmers Textil AG have
founded a new joint entity, ‘Hygiene
Austria LP GmbH’. The newly founded
company will start producing and selling
protective masks for the domestic and
European markets beginning in May
2020, marking a significant contribution
to combating the Covid-19 pandemic
and ensuring the long-term supply of
these critical goods in Austria.
Read More

SHELL converts lubricants-blending
plant in Kenya for sanitizer
manufacture
Shell’s joint venture in Kenya owned by
Shell and Vivo Lubricants has converted
a blending plant for lubricants into a
plant producing hand sanitizers for the
government. This would boost IPA
capacities in Europe and Canada. In the
Netherlands, Shell is making 2.5 million L
of isopropyl alcohol available free of
charge for the healthcare sector in the
Netherlands. Furthermore, Shell is
donating 125,000 L of isopropyl alcohol
to the Canadian government over the
next three months for use in healthcare
facilities. In Germany, Shell has given
ethanol to the German government,
which was processed into 820,000 L of
hand sanitizer.

Deepak Phenolics commences
commercial production of Isopropyl
Alcohol
Deepak Nitrite subsidiary Deepak
Phenolics commissions a 30,000 MT
(annually) plant at Dahej to make
Isopropyl Alcohol (IPA) from Acetone,
thus significantly reducing the country's
dependence on imports of this product.
IPA is an important input in the
production of essential pharmaceuticals
and manufacturing of sanitizers.

Wine in a Tube
High-end UK grocer Waitrose has unveiled an eco-friendly tube packaging for wine.
The launch comes in collaboration with Italian Orion Wines and features a bag of
wine within a tube. The novel packaging format is 100 percent recyclable and
contains the equivalent of three glass bottles of wine. Once opened the wine stays
fresh for roughly ten days longer than it would with traditional bottles.Read more
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